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Signs!
It is that time of year, we can all feel it, the signs of fall are here. There is a crispness in the
air some days, and leaves are starting to fall. The most important signs of fall this year are

those that support Democrats! In case you have not heard, due to COVID-19, we are doing
things a little differently this year. We have distribution from multiple places around the area,
and also offer free delivery. For everyone’s safety, please remember to wear a mask!

See the map for which location is best for you.
Please contact Debbie at (231) 268-3343 with questions, or to place a delivery order.
This information is also available at Facebook.com/CheboyganCountyDems

Be on the lookout for all sorts of large signs in
the area! There are several different kinds:
ones with various messages from the Rural
Caucus, large wood Biden letters, and 4’ X 8”
Biden signs (coming soon). Dems are
representing in Cheboygan County in a BIG
way!!!

Meetings and Events

Cheboygan County Democratic Party Meeting
Our next meeting is on Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 6 PM at the North Central
State Trailhead at the corner of Lincoln Ave and Western Ave. in Cheboygan. Picnic tables
available, but you may want to bring chairs to increase social distancing. Don’t forget your
Masks!

MDP Rural Caucus Member Meeting
Zoom Member Meeting with Senator Gary
Peters

September 14, 2020 7 PM.
Register in advance at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZMkdutqD8rHt1QfPDfLcjy_YefEKhZK1GAfter registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting.

Please join us on Wednesday, September 16th at 4PM when Michigan Federation
of College Democrats hosts Students for Peters, featuring Senator Gary Peters!
We will be discussing the importance of the 2020 election, and how we can make a better
Michigan for future generations by increasing access to higher education, good-paying
jobs, quality, affordable health care, combating climate change, and protecting our Great
Lakes!

Please sign up via Mobilize here: https://www.mobilize.us/petersformichigan/event/
319010/ and the link for the Zoom Meeting will be sent out on the day of the event!

The Cheboygan County Democratic Party has launched a fundraiser for Dana Ferguson and
we invite each county in the 1st District to participate. It’s super easy - you can either create
your own Facebook page, or direct your members to Cheboygan’s page.
All counties are welcome to post pics of their fantastic Dem dogs to our Facebook
page.
The link to Cheboygan’s page: https://fb.me/e/7IXnb9nta
The link to Dana’s donation page: https://secure.actblue.com/donate/danadc
This election is important at all levels.
We need a congressman who shares our vision - not only for Northern Michigan, but for the
nation. Comparing Dana’s view on issues, along with his proposed solutions to Jack
Bergman’s is quite telling. He stands with us on the issues we care so deeply about:
Single Payer Healthcare
Education - protect funding for schools, including trade schools and affordable college
tuition
Seniors - protect Social Security
Preserving Government Institutions - USPS is a lifeline delivering medications, heartfelt
letters from family and friends
Vote-by-mail ballots
Unions and Trades - union representation is essential to a fair and equitable society
Other issues Dana will fight for are: Women's Rights, LGBTQ+ Rights, Racial Equality,
Guns and 2A, Voting/Elections, Tribal Sovereignty, and Justice Reform.

I encourage you and the citizens of your county to visit the websites of both candidates. We
must elect Dana if we want to see the changes we all believe in. He needs support from all of
us. Now let’s get Dana to DC!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
ROAD RALLIES!!

#1 RALLY: "RIDIN' with BIDEN" ROAD RALLY
Saturday, September 26, 2020 at 12 PM – 3 PM
Meet in D & W parking lot across from Petoskey-Bay View Country Club at 11:45am.
Follow along in a Road Rally in support of JOE BIDEN & KAMALA HARRIS. Decorate your
car/truck with signs, banners, flags, streamers, etc. We will drive around Emmet County and
show our support! Meet in D&W parking lot near U.S. 31 by 11:45a.m. If participants north of
Petoskey want to join us along the way, that's okay, too! We will drive north on U.S. 31 to
Mackinaw City and return though Harbor Springs. Join the fun! Everyone will ride in their own
cars to create a contact-less event. Bring your mask if you plan to talk to others before/after
the "Ridin' with Biden" Rally. Dress accordingly for the weather. Bring your lunch and eat on
the way! Be creative with your signs.
Let's have FUN!

Rally #2: BIDEN/HARRIS RALLY 2020
Sunday, October 11, 2020 at 12 PM – 2 PM
People's Park, Petoskey, U.S. 31 between Mitchell St and Lake St.

JOE BIDEN / KAMALA HARRIS 2020 RALLY in People's Park in Petoskey, on U.S. 31
between Mitchell St & Lake St. Bring signs, American and or Biden flags, banners, posters.
like-minded friends & family. Be creative! Dress according to weather. Water & chairs are
optional. Masks required and social distancing is expected. Hope to see you there!

#3: RALLY: ELECTION RALLY for BIDEN/HARRIS
Sunday, November 1, 2020 at 12 PM – 2 PM
People's Park in Petoskey, on U.S. 31 between Mitchell St. and Lake St.
Election Day is Nov. 3. Let's encourage votes for JOE BIDEN / KAMALA HARRIS and show
our support! RALLY will be in People's Park in Petoskey, on U.S. 31 between Mitchell St &
Lake St. Bring signs, American and/or Biden flags, banners, posters. like-minded friends &
family. Be creative! Dress according to weather. Water & chairs are optional. Masks required
and social distancing is expected. Hope to see you there!

The Manistee Area Racial Justice & Diversity Initiative
invites you to join us for a
WEBINAR:
Working for Racial & Social Justice in Northwest Michigan
September 16, Wednesday, 5:30-6:45 pm
Via ZOOM
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/86387559764?pwd=Uk5QR1B2MWN1VE1RZllqSzc4cGtVQT09
Webinar ID: 863 8755 9764
Passcode: 890873
Welcome/Intro
Overcoming Silence
Why Do We Need to Work for Racial & Social Justice in Northwest Michigan?
Examples of personal and systemic racism and discrimination we have experienced in
our communities in Manistee, Traverse City, and Northwest Michigan
Understanding White Privilege
Deepening our Understanding of Structural Racism
Taking Action
Thank You and Adjourn
Find us on Facebook:
Manistee Area Racial Justice & Diversity Initiative; Northern Michigan E3; Title Track

Nuisance Ordinance Resolution

On August 26, the Cheboygan Dems unanimously approved support for a model nuisance
ordinance that has been presented to the county townships by the sheriff. The ordinance
would have to be uniformly passed by each township to enable the county sheriff to enforce
it. Property owner or occupiers with trash could be cited and if the trash is not removed, the
township would have the authority to have it removed and paid for by the owner/occupant
Call your township supervisor to find out when it will be placed on the agenda of the next
township board meeting. However the County Party resolution endorsed the ordinance with
two major changes. The original ordinance provided that animal control (barking and
wandering) and crowd control (blocking sidewalks and streets) issues could be enforced as
nuisances. We think these issues do not belong in a trash ordinance and note that they are
already covered by other laws. To see the ordinance in its entirety, please visit the
Cheboygan County Democratic Party website at https://cheboygandems.com

Voter Information

These are two indispensable websites for voter information. Use both to be fully informed
about your vote. Stay tuned for more important voting information!
Ballotpower.org indicates when absentee ballot request applications are received, sent, and
completed ballots have been received, and the location of the nearest clerk/drop box. It also
provides a ballot tracking option.
http://IWillVote.com/MI provides the same information (minus ballot tracking), along with voter
district information, and a sample ballot.

1.What is Unlock Michigan?
Unlock Michigan is a Republican-led ballot initiative that would strip Gov. Whitmer,
and future Michigan governors, of their emergency powers.
This Republican effort would undermine Gov. Whitmer’s ability to keep
Michiganders safe and save lives amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
By hampering the governor’s ability to make decisions to keep Michiganders safe, it
will also harm our economy by prolonging and exacerbating the pandemic when we
need to be moving forward.
2. Why shouldn’t people sign the petition?
This partisan Republican power grab would undermine Gov. Whitmer’s ability to
keep Michiganders safe and save lives during a global health pandemic.
By hampering her ability to make decisions to keep Michiganders safe, it will also
harm our economy by prolonging and exacerbating the pandemic when we need to

be moving forward.
3. Who is behind Unlock Michigan?
The group is led by Republicans in the Legislature, including Senate Majority
Leader Mike Shirkey, and is an irresponsible partisan power grab that will only put
public health at risk.
4. Who is Keep Michigan Safe?
Keep Michigan Safe is a broad and diverse coalition formed to protect the
executive powers of Michigan’s governor during a public health crisis and defeat
the cynically named “Unlock Michigan” ballot initiative.
Poll after poll has shown broad public support for Gov. Whitmer’s handling of the
coronavirus crisis, and this irresponsible partisan power grab will only put public
health at risk.
Keep Michigan Safe urges the public to refuse to sign these petitions because
doing so will undermine the ability of our elected leaders and medical experts to
keep Michigan families safe during the pandemic.
5. Where can I go for more information?
Visit www.keepmichigansafe.org.
6. I read somewhere this would create some checks and balances so the governor has
more accountability. Is that true?
It couldn’t be further from the truth.
This dangerous partisan power grab will undermine Gov. Whitmer’s ability to keep
Michiganders safe and save lives amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
7. People say this will help the governor and the economy. Is this true?
That is patently false.
This dangerous initiative will undermine the governor’s ability to keep Michiganders
safe and actually put more people at risk and threaten Michigan’s economic
resurgence.
We urge the public to refuse to sign these petitions because doing so will undermine the
ability of our elected leaders and medical experts to keep Michigan families safe during
the pandemic.

The cynically named “Unlock Michigan” ballot initiative would strip Gov. Whitmer of
the emergency powers she’s used to keep us safe and save lives throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Unlock Michigan is led by Republicans in the Legislature, including Senate Majority
Leader Mike Shirkey, in a dangerous partisan power grab that puts public health at
risk.
If we can’t keep people safe, the economy, small businesses and workers will
continue to struggle.

Polls continue to show support for Gov. Whitmer’s actions throughout the
pandemic, and this ill-conceived proposal only hampers her ability to save lives.
Unlock Michigan petition gatherers have been lying to people all over the state just
to get signatures.
They have also been saying it will create union jobs and even add more police and
firefighters to keep our communities safe.
All these statements are LIES, and it is critical all Michiganders refuse to sign this
deceitful and unscrupulous petition.
Unlock Michigan even hired a known criminal — someone convicted of voter fraud
— to help lead this dangerous partisan power grab.
This is just one more example of how far Unlock Michigan will go to hamper Gov.
Whitmer’s efforts to save lives during the global health crisis.

Hello my name is Mary Darling and I am running for the partial City Council 2 year term as a
write in candidate. I read City Council was looking for Council members, and wanted to bring
all the knowledge I acquired back to my home town and get involved with our city.

My involvements in the community are as a nurse, member of the Rivertown Follies and the
Northland Players, and recently since returning home from St. Petersburg, Florida Bring it
Cheboygan. While in Florida I was the President of my Neighborhood Association where I
worked with city officials in all aspects of the community. I also completed the 10 week

Citizens Police Academy, was a Board member and treasurer of NAACP, Chair of City
Beautiful Commission member and Chair, and mentor in the city Leadership Program.

Cheboygan is my home town and I would like to see it continue to grow. My platform is
Continuing to move Cheboygan forward.
This includes the following concerns:
year around jobs that pay a living wage.
Housing that is affordable to residents and people who want to move here.
The involvement of all citizens form our youth to seniors.
My biggest challenge is to bring a hospital back to Cheboygan.

Please vote in the November 3rd election. Thank you!

Cheboygan Dems Volunteers:

Leonard is seeking volunteers to write letters to
local newspapers. Please contact
leonard@thepages.net for more information.

Bobi has the latest information on other volunteer
opportunities Please contact
bcrongeyer@sbcglobal.net for more information.

Member Spotlight

Published 9/9/20 in the Cheboygan Daily Tribune. Lois would like readers to know that
Eleanor Kelly was her aunt, not her sister.

ALOHA TOWNSHIP — If you know anything about the history of Cheboygan County and
specifically the Aloha area, you know Lois Ballard.
As part of our Rosie the Riveter Outreach, Angie Morthland and myself interviewed Lois recently
to hear stories she remembered as a very young girl during the war. She had told me that her
sister Eleanor Kelly was actually a “Rosie” at the Willow Run plant and thought the interview
would be mostly about Eleanor.
In listening to Lois tell her stories, we knew right away that we weren’t going to focus exclusively
on Eleanor. We need to talk about Lois! When war broke out, she was 8 years old, 10 when the
U.S. entered. She remembers how pants had buttons not zippers because of the metal shortage.
Chewing gum had the foil lining over the paper and she remembers meticulously peeling the
metal off and putting it in recycle. She stated, “I’ve been recycling A LONG time!”
Lois was born June 10, 1931, the youngest of five children. Her two older brothers were both in
WWII as pilots. Both made it home safely. After eighth grade in the Bay City and Saginaw area,
Lois’s family moved up to Aloha. Literally the day she finished eighth grade, they drove up the
same day.
The Catholic school was just starting in Cheboygan so a friend said, if you want to make any
friends, go to the public school. So, beginning in ninth grade Lois went and graduated from
Cheboygan Public Schools.
When asked how she got to school from Aloha, she said “I had to learn how to drive.”
At 15 she drove her dad’s 1940 Blue Dodge. Her eyes lit right up with the thought of driving that
car. She would often drive other students to school. At least until someone said she needed a
Chauffeur’s license and special insurance. After that, she just used the car to go to dances on
Friday nights.
Prior to moving to Aloha permanently her family would vacation in the area. Her grandparents
lived at Red Pine Point and her grandfather was the first caretaker of Aloha State Park.
Her father purchased their home with a handshake saying, “I don’t have the money right now but
I’ll get it to you!” Things have changed!
Another story she shared was of camping in a big tent her uncle used at the county fair to sell
farm equipment, she said it was huge like a circus tent. The beds were made of sawhorses with
bed springs on top and they used blankets as the mattress. She talked about someone having a
wind-up motor on a boat that they would go on the lake with.
One of her brothers developed polio when he returned from the war, so after graduation, she went
to help him and his wife, who was expecting a child, in the Washington D.C. area. She had
planned to attend college with her brother who was fortunate to attend on the GI bill, but her dad
and stepmother, her biological mother passed away when she was four, moved to the Detroit area.
So, Lois stayed with her parents and attended Mercy College to study medical technology. Her
dad didn’t like the job he moved to Detroit for and moved back to Aloha, leaving Lois with no
place to stay. Fortunately, a classmate invited her to live with her Lebanese family. They could not
have been kinder to her but it sure was a change from what she was used to.
She completed two years of college but came back up north as her parents wanted her at home.
She worked in Dr. Larson’s office and was fascinated with the work they were doing. She realized
that she had to go back to school if she was going to excel in the medical field.

Working for Ford Motor company gave her the ability to attend more classes at Mercy College.
Then, she transferred to Henry Ford hospital as a secretary. She was able to observe work that
was being done in the field of infectious disease research and was fascinated. This gave her
motivation to continue her studies at Mercy.
Lois graduated from college in 1960. A doctor she had been working with at Ford Hospital invited
her to join him at the University of Rochester in New York where he was developing a school for
studies of infectious disease. That was not successful for the doctor, but Lois stayed in New York
10 years. She oversaw a hematology laboratory. Working with students studying to become
doctors, they had some breakthroughs in the field. They were just about to publish an important
paper about a breakthrough when another group beat them to the punch!
Quality control is what they found to be most important when collecting and studying blood.
“That was before quality control was a thing,” she said.
After leaving New York, Lois worked for the Red Cross. She was a lab director at the 11th Red
Cross facility established in the United States. She was with the Red Cross for just a year before a
friend suggested she come to Georgia.
Lois obtained a position for the State of Georgia as a lab inspector. Having had an “aha” moment
to develop satellite labs that would serve the public better and beginning to implement those
facilities, she was told she could not set up labs that she would be responsible for inspecting. So,
after 18 years, at the age of 61 and a half, she retired.
By this time, her father had passed and her stepmother, who she always referred to as mom, was
in a nursing home. So, Lois moved up north to help. Well, we are so fortunate for that!
For the last 26 years Lois has shared her talents with Aloha and Cheboygan County. She started
the Aloha Historical Society, coordinated the publication “Aloha & Aloah,” served as president of
the Cheboygan History Center as well as countless other volunteer endeavors. Lois will not back
down from a challenge and will tell it like it is.
What turned out as a Rosie interview turned into a mesmerizing afternoon with a wonderful
woman! Thank you, Lois, for all you do!
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