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December 2020 

 

This holiday season will certainly be different than any other.  We must focus on the positive
aspects.  First of all, celebrate that we won the election! Think of this year as an opportunity
to stop being a "holiday over-achiever."  This is the perfect year to do the things you have
always wanted to do around the holidays but never felt you had the time to do with your
family or friends if it can be done safely.  Start new traditions!  2020 has been a very difficult
year, and you owe it to yourself to celebrate.  We need to emerge refreshed in 2021, ready to
work to elect more Democrats!  Happy New Year!!!



Elections

On Thursday, November 19, Michigan Democratic Party Members of the Cheboygan County
Democratic Party attended the County Convention and Elections via Zoom.  The Convention
was brief, and the following 2-year elections were made:

 

Chair:  Joanne Cromley

Vice Chair:  Vince Lumetta

Treasurer:  Linda Rogers

Secretary:  Debbie Pond

 

Thank you to everyone who voted for me.  The Corresponding Secretary and Recording
Secretary positions have been combined into one.  Happy to serve, and thanks for bearing
with me while I learn the ropes!

Want to support the Michigan Democratic Party and be a full member of the
Cheboygan County Democratic Party?  Become a member today or renew
at https://michigandems.com/join/

Membership can cost as little or as much as you want, (even free!), and
either a one-time fee, or a monthly fee.  Have questions about when your
membership expires?  Send an email to cheboygancountydems@gmail.com 

Monthly Meetings

 

There will be no monthly meeting of the
Cheboygan County Dems for December. 
This will allow us to spend more time with
our families over the holidays.  The next
meeting will be on Wednesday January
27th.  Please stay tuned for more
information.

Important Dates
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December 8-Congress "safe harbor" date for states to dedicate electors
December 14-Electoral College votes in state Legislatures

Dear Friends,

 
Many in our community are hurting and in need of basic care: food, medical, housing, home
repairs, clothing etc...The list below covers all the Human Service Organizations in
Cheboygan County and each one deserves our generosity. Please consider giving.
 
With Appreciation,
Joanne Cromley
Chair
Cheboygan Democratic Party
 

 

*for more information about the services these agencies provide, along with others, please click here
Cheboygan_County_Resource_List_Updated_11_30_20.docx
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A message from David Martin:

 

The Kiwanis is waiving dues until the end of the year.  Their mission is to help local
children.  They are responsible for the U.S. 23 park,  they help with scholarships,  they will
be helping with Pedal 4 Education,  and they have an annual community clean up along
with many other events.  They usually meet every Tuesday at noon but due to covid it
varies.  If anyone is interested, please contact me through email
waynelovespasta66@yahoo.com, messenger, or (231) 268-9935

The Cheboygan
County Democratic
Party sponsored a
Christmas tree at
Festival Square.  Big
thanks to Patty
Archambo and crew
for making a
beautiful tree!

mailto:waynelovespasta66@yahoo.com


Got Content?

For the past few months, the content of this newsletter has primarily come from me
(Debbie).  There are so many of us, and things going on in the community that I am
unaware of that everyone should know about.  So I am inviting you to share tidbits, short
articles, and events that you believe would be of interest to other Dems.  Photos are
welcome too, if you can send a jpg!  There are no guarantees that everything will make it in
the newsletter, but every best effort will be made.  Please send content to
cheboygancountydems@gmail.com along with your contact information.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

November 13, 2020 

 

Media Contact: Press@Michigan.gov 
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 Governor Whitmer Takes Action to Shut Down the Line 5 Dual Pipelines through the Straits
of Mackinac After a Reasonable Transition Period to Protect the State’s Energy Needs 

 

State finds that Enbridge has repeatedly violated the 1953 Easement and that the continued
operation of the dual pipelines violates the state’s solemn duty to protect the Great Lakes
under the public trust doctrine 

 

 LANSING, Mich. -- Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) Director Dan Eichinger notified Enbridge that the 1953 easement allowing
it to operate dual pipelines in the Straits of Mackinac to transport petroleum and other
products is being revoked and terminated. They also filed a lawsuit asking the Ingham County
Circuit Court to recognize the validity of this action. The state is revoking the easement for
violation of the public trust doctrine, given the unreasonable risk that continued operation of
the dual pipelines poses to the Great Lakes. Moreover, the state is terminating the easement
based on Enbridge’s persistent and incurable violations of the easement’s terms and
conditions.  

 

 The notice requires Enbridge to cease operations of the dual pipelines in the Straits by May
of 2021, allowing for an orderly transition that protects Michigan’s energy needs over the
coming months. 

 

 “Here in Michigan, the Great Lakes define our borders, but they also define who we are as
people. Enbridge has routinely refused to take action to protect our Great Lakes and the
millions of Americans who depend on them for clean drinking water and good jobs. They
have repeatedly violated the terms of the 1953 easement by ignoring structural problems that
put our Great Lakes and our families at risk,” said Governor Whitmer. “Most importantly,
Enbridge has imposed on the people of Michigan an unacceptable risk of a catastrophic oil
spill in the Great Lakes that could devastate our economy and way of life. That’s why we’re
taking action now, and why I will continue to hold accountable anyone who threatens our
Great Lakes and fresh water.” 

 

 The Great Lakes are home to 21% of the world’s fresh surface water. They supply drinking
water for 48 million people, including 5 million here in Michigan, and support 1.3 million jobs
that generate $82 billion in wages annually across the US. In Michigan, the Great Lakes
support over 350,000 jobs. An oil spill in the Great Lakes would put families and small
businesses across the region at risk. 

 

 “After spending more than 15 months reviewing Enbridge’s record over the last 67 years, it is
abundantly clear that today’s action is necessary. Enbridge’s historic failures and current non-
compliance present too great a risk to our Great Lakes and the people who depend upon
them,” said DNR Director Dan Eichinger. “Our number one priority is protecting the Great
Lakes and we will continue to work with our partners across Michigan in pursuit of that
objective.”     

 

 The state’s action today to revoke and terminate the 1953 easement for the dual pipelines
through the Straits of Mackinac does not prevent Enbridge from continuing to seek the
necessary legal approvals to construct a tunnel. 



 

 The state is revoking the 1953 easement for violation of the public trust doctrine. This body
of law recognizes the State of Michigan as the “trustee” of the public’s rights in the Great
Lakes and lays upon the state legal obligations to protect those rights from any impairment.
The state found that the 1953 easement violated the public trust doctrine from its inception
because the easement does not make the necessary public trust findings. Moreover, the state
also found that the continued use of the dual pipelines cannot be reconciled with the public's
rights in the Great Lakes and the State's duty to protect them. Transporting millions of gallons
of petroleum products each day through two 67-year old pipelines that lie exposed along the
entire span of a busy shipping channel presents an extraordinary and unacceptable risk. The
dual pipelines are vulnerable to anchor strikes, similar dangerous impacts, and the inherent
risks of pipeline operations.  

 

 As recent events have confirmed, this threat is very real. For example, in April 2018, the
pipelines were struck and dented in three different locations by an anchor inadvertently
dropped and dragged by a commercial vessel. Then, in June 2020, Enbridge disclosed that
the pipelines had again been struck sometime in 2019 by anchors or cables deployed by
nearby vessels, damaging pipeline coatings and severely damaging a pipeline support. Four
of the five vessels potentially responsible for the impacts were operated by Enbridge’s own
contractors.  

 

 In addition, the state is terminating the 1953 easement because Enbridge has repeatedly
and incurably violated its terms. The easement requires Enbridge to exercise due care in
operating the pipelines, and also requires Enbridge to satisfy numerous specific conditions,
such as ensuring that the pipelines are physically supported at least every 75 feet, are
covered by a multi-layer coating to prevent corrosion and other physical damage, and are
within certain curvature limitations. Enbridge, however, has failed for decades to meet these
obligations under the easement, and these failures persist and cannot be cured. For these
and other reasons, the state is revoking and terminating the 1953 easement. 

 

 Today’s action to revoke and terminate the 1953 easement is the culmination of a careful
review of Enbridge’s compliance with the easement, the threats posed by the continued
operation of the dual pipelines, and the state’s energy supply. On June 7, 2019, the governor
issued Executive Order 2019-14, creating the UP Energy Task Force to assess the region’s
energy needs and alternative sources of supply. The Task Force issued a report on April 17,
2020. Moreover, on June 27, 2019, the governor directed the DNR to undertake a
comprehensive review of Enbridge’s compliance with the 1953 easement. That review is now
complete and supports this action.    

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

 

Applicant:  Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership

In Reply Refer To:    Corps File No. LRE-2010-00463-56-A19

Notice Date:  November 7, 2020



Expires:  December 17, 2020

 

Notice of Public Hearing for proposed pipeline tunnel under the Straits of Mackinac
between Mackinaw City and Saint Ignace, Michigan

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District (Corps), will hold an online public hearing
to solicit the views of interested persons regarding the permit application by Enbridge Energy,
Limited Partnership to construct a pipeline tunnel under the Straits of Mackinac between
Point LaBarbe, St. Ignace, Mackinac County and McGulpin Point, Mackinaw City, Emmet
County, Michigan.  The Corps is reviewing the application under the authority of Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Details of the
proposed project can be found at https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Progra
m-and-Permits/Enbridge-Line-5-Tunnel/.

 

The purpose of the public hearing is to acquire information which will be considered in
evaluating the permit application and to afford the public an opportunity to present their views,
opinions, and information on the proposed permit action.  The Corps has not yet prepared an
environmental assessment or environmental impact statement but will consider all comments
presented orally during the hearing or in writing during the public hearing comment period in
its evaluation.

 

Public hearing date and time:  December 7, 2020, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm EST.

 

The hearing will be held through an electronic platform, and participants may also participate
by telephone.  Details on how to join, including web links and call-in numbers, will be posted
on our website at https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program-and-
Permits/Enbridge-Line-5-Tunnel/ approximately 1 week before the date of the hearing.  

 

Pre-registration by email to Line_5_LRE@usace.army.mil is requested but not required. The
email should include the participant’s name, organization (if any), and whether they wish to
comment at the hearing.  Those who do not pre-register will also have an opportunity to
participate and comment at the hearing. 

 

The public hearing will be held in accordance with the procedures in 33 CFR Part 327. 

 

Written comments on the project will be accepted through December 17, 2020.  Written
comments should be emailed to Line_5_LRE@usace.army.mil but may be submitted in
writing and postmarked or delivered by the expiration date of this notice.  Comments of a
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positive or negative nature may be submitted.  All responses must refer to file number LRE-
2010-00463-56-A19.  Mailed comments should be filed with:

 

Kerrie E. Kuhne

Chief, Permit Evaluation Western Branch

Regulatory Office

Corps of Engineers, Detroit District

477 Michigan Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48226-2550

 

Additional Information:  This notice is also available for viewing/printing
at: http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryProgram
andPermits/PublicNotices.aspx.  Additional information regarding the Corps’ review of the
application is on our website at https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program-
and-Permits/Enbridge-Line-5-Tunnel/.  Questions concerning this application may be directed
to Katie Otanez at the Corps of Engineers address listed above, by email
to Line_5_LRE@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (313) 226-5479.

 

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:

 

 

Kerrie E. Kuhne

Chief, Permit Evaluation Western Branch

Regulatory Office

Sent via ActionNetwork.org. To update your email address, change your name or address, or to stop receiving emails from Cheboygan
County Democratic Party, please click here.
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